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Jesus, the Disciples, & the Boat

Mark 4:35-41
    Matthew 8:23-27

Luke 8: 22-25

Use everyone present for this skit:

Jesus


1

Disciples 

6-12 (Depending on the size of the group)

Cushion 

1

Sides of Boat 
6-8  (Depending on the size of the group)

Boat Sail 

1

Wind 


1 leader to direct half the audience

Waves 
1 leader to direct other half of the audience – create waves with your arms

Furious Squall 
Entire audience (They stomp and clap and make appropriate furious squall sounds at the appointed time)

Narrator reads the script while everyone acts out their part:


JESUS and his DISCIPLES had spent a long day of teaching and preaching by the lake and evening had come.  The DISCIPLES were so tired and hungry they could barely stand up.  JESUS said, “Let’s get in the boat and head for the other side of the lake.”  When the DISCIPLES heard this, they jumped up and down with glee, giving each other high fives and hugs.  Then they boarded the boat.


After they all got on the boat and they were on their way, JESUS spotted a beautiful CUSHION and laid his head on it, because he was very tired.  He went to sleep immediately.  He slept soundly – so soundly he snored.


Everything was calm and beautiful on the lake.  JESUS was sleeping and snoring.  The DISCIPLES were leaning against the SIDES OF THE BOAT laughing singing.  The boat’s SAIL was being blown by a gentle WIND. The WAVES lightly rocked the boat.


Then, all of a sudden, a FURIOUS SQUALL came up.  The WAVES began to beat on the SIDES of the BOAT.  The SAIL began to swing around wildly.  The WIND started howling ferociously.  The DISCIPLES began bouncing off the SIDES OF THE BOAT.  Then the SIDES OF THE BOAT started moving up and down, up and down, faster and faster.  The DISCIPLES were also moving up and down, faster and faster.  The SAIL was out of control.  The WIND kept howling and blowing.  The WAVES were out of control.


In the midst of the FURIOUS SQUALL, the DISCIPLES turned and looked at JESUS.  He was still sleeping and snoring.  He rolled over, fluffed up the CUSHION, and went back to sleep.  At that point, the DISCIPLES yelled loudly, all in unison, “JESUS, don’t you care if we drown?”  They shouted this again because they didn’t say it in unison too well the first time.


JESUS woke up, leaned on the beautiful CUSHION, rubbed his eyes, and looked puzzled.  He quickly surveyed the situation.  He saw that the DISCIPLES were scared, and hungry.  The SIDES OF THE BOAT were in terrible shape.  The pounding WAVES had become ugly and mean and the howling WIND began blowing like doing a war dance.


JESUS stood in the middle of the boat, looked at the WAVES, and said, “WAVES, be still.”  Immediately the WAVES fell flat on their faces.  Then JESUS looked at the WIND and said, “WIND, cut it out!”  The WIND immediately stopped blowing.  All at once, the SIDES OF THE BOAT stood up straight and tall.  The SAIL hung limp.   The CUSHION just sat there, looking beautiful.  The DISCIPLES were amazed and said to each other in unison, “Who is this man that even the WIND and the WAVES obey him?”


This was just a rhetorical question, of course.  They knew who he was – Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of the Living God.  Realizing this, the DISCIPLES breathed a huge sigh of relief.  Grinning broadly, they put their hands on JESUS’ shoulders and walked off the boat with him.

Questions:

1. Does anyone remember hearing this Bible story before?

2. How did acting out the story make it different from just reading or hearing the story?

3. What was the most meaningful/best part of the story for you? 

4. Why do you think this Bible story was chosen for today?

5. What does this Bible story now mean to you?

6. Have they ever been in “storms” and been afraid?  What other kinds of “storms” are there?  (Divorce, death, incarceration)  Who can they always turn to?

7. Closing prayer:  Loving God, thank you for being with us during the storms in our lives.  Please comfort us and help us to feel your presence.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.

