A Paraphrased Christmas Story 

From Luke 2: 1-20 and Matthew 2: 1-12

By Ann Edenfield, Wings Director

PROPS:  2 Chairs “stable” area

CHARACTERS

Mary & Jesus


Mother with small infant

Joseph



Male, person whose birthday closest to today, over 16

Shepherds


All 14, 15, 16, & 17 year-old males





Motion:  Hand to eyes, looking for sheep

Sheep



All Children 5 and under – Say ba-a-a-a-h

Innkeeper


Adult male volunteer

Stable



About 8 people – male & females

Manger



2 girls age 10 – form a “manger” but rock arms too

Head Angel


Woman over 75?  Go to west edge of room with shepherds

Angel Chorus


Half of the room – wave arms, sing “Alleluia”

Bright Star


Pastor in the audience – go with Wise men to east of room

Stars



Other half of the room – wiggle fingers in the air

Wise men


All men over 70?  (Need at least 3.)





Open eyes wide and “Look wise”.

POSITIONS to begin

Mary & Joseph to front part of room

Head Angel, Shepherds & sheep to west edge of room

Wise Men to east edge of room

Bright Star with Wise men

“In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world (everyone stand up and walk around a little) should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

(Mary & Joseph: Walk to center of stage.)

“While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child, so they went to the inn, looking for a room and knocked at the door of the inn.  (Make an inn.)

The innkeeper met them at the door of the inn and said:  “I have no place for you in the inn.”

So they continued walking until they found a stable.  (Make a stable.)

Mary & Joseph walk to the stable.

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger (or near by the manger.)

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock of sheep by night under the brilliant stars.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and all the stars, and the shepherds were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid – repeat, do not be afraid; for you see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you; you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.  Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of angels, praising God.

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So the shepherd went with haste, in the starlit night, along with all their little lambs, and found Mary & Joseph and the child lying in the manger.  

When they saw this, they told everyone about Jesus and all who heard it were amazed at what they told them.

After Jesus was born, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born Kind of the Jews?  For we have seen his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”

So they set out, and the star went ahead of them, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  They saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

This is the story of the birth of Jesus.  The birth of Jesus brought all those people together – the shepherds, Wise men, and angels, just as it brought all of us together today.  Jesus’ birth is a story that relates to us as much today as it did 2000years ago.  For Jesus came for us – for you, and you, and you, and for me too.

When the angels sang in heaven there was great rejoicing – let us also rejoice in His birth, as we hold the hand of the person next to us and sing the first verse of “Joy to the World.”

AMEN

Closing prayer.

